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Office of Deaf Services  
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Contact our Offices About the Presenters 
Steve Hamerdinger, the director 
of the Office of Deaf Services, 
began working with deaf chil-
dren more than 28 years ago 
when he assumed responsibility 
for supervising 30 junior high 
school boys at a residential 
school for the deaf while working 
though graduate school. Trained 
as a child and family therapist, 
he brings a long historical view 
with a practical bent and a enjoy-
able presentation style.  

Joseph Murray, LMHC, NCC, is 
a clinical therapist who serves 
both children and adoles-
cents at the National Deaf Acad-
emy, a residential treat-
ment center, in Florida. Murray, 
who is Deaf himself, graduated 
from Gallaudet University in 
May, 2004. His Master of Arts 
degree was obtained in School 
Counseling with Mental Health 
Emphasis.  

Steve Hamerdinger 

Joseph Murray 

AGENDA 

Intended for  clinicians working with deaf people 
in mental health/substance abuse settings, this 
workshop will discuss: 

• Developmental Theory and Deaf Children 
• Hearing Loss and Physical Implications 
• Hearing Test and Activity 
• Working Lunch With Activity 
• Treatment Approaches With Promise 
• Modifying Your Program to Serve Deaf Kids 
• Questions and Answers Discussion Period 

For more information, contact Steve Hamerdinger 
or Kim.Hammack@mh.alabama.gov  

Region 4: Mobile Region 
Mobile Mental Health Center 
2400 Gordon Smith Drive 
Mobile, AL 36617 
251-450-4353 (Voice) 
251-450-4371 (TTY)           

Office of Community  
Services 
100 North Union Street 
P.O. Box 301410  
Montgomery, AL 36130 
(334) 242-2530 

Deafness and Mental Illness 
Among the one in five Alabamians who will need mental 
health services in their lifetimes are more than 39,000 peo-
ple who are deaf or hard of hearing. Because deafness or 
hearing loss pose their own challenges in coping with risk 
factors and accessing and receiving treatment services, the 
Alabama Department of Mental Health and Mental Retarda-
tion has established an Office of Deaf Services to break down 
the barriers that inhibit the department in its mission to en-
able Alabamians to live in recovery. 

People who are deaf or hard of hearing have difficulty finding 
services that are linguistically accessible to them.   When they 
do find services where someone “signs,” often those services 
do not take into account the special cultural considerations 
that often make the difference between successful treatment 
and relapse and recidivism.  Our programs will be designed by 
people who are deaf to not only be linguistically accessible 
but also culturally affirmative, giving the consumer every op-
portunity to make progress to recovery. 



Learner Objectives 

Participants will be able to: 

1. Identify the implications of developmental theory and 
problems children face as they grow. 

2. Describe types of hearing loss 

3. Discuss impact of hearing loss on behavior 

4. Describe promising treatment approaches that they 
can use with consumers who are deaf and have emo-
tional or behavioral challenges.  

5. Name specific program modifications that will help 
make services culturally and linguistically appropriate 
for consumers who are deaf and have emotional or 
behavioral challenges.  

Registration  
Registration and applicable fees should be  
returned by email, fax or US Mail to: 

Steve Hamerdinger 
Office of Deaf Services 
PO Box 301410 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
steve.hamerdinger@mh.alabama.gov 
(334) 242-2530 Fax 
(866) 934-7606 Voice/VP  

 

Name 

Affiliation 

Address 

City 

State     Zip 

Telephone: 

Email: 

Sign Language Interpreters and CART  
will be provided 

Please indicate any accommodations requested: 

 

 

 

 
(Accommodation requests must be submitted in writing 
by November 26, 2008) 
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Who Should Attend: 
• Children’s Case Managers 

• Clinical Directors 

• Nurses 

• Teachers 

• Social Workers, Counselors, and Psychologists 

• Direct Care staff 

Continuing Education Information : 
The Alabama Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation : 

• is approved as a provider of continuing education in Nursing by the Alabama Board of Nursing, ABNP0150, Expiration 
Date:  July 5, 2009;  

• is an approved provider of continuing education for Social Workers in the State of Alabama through the Alabama State 
Board of Social Work Examiners;  

• is an NBCC Approved Continuing Education Provider (ACEPTM) and a co-sponsor of this event/program. The Alabama 
Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation may award NBCC approved clock hours for events or programs 
that meet NBCC requirements.  The ACEP maintains responsibility for the content of this event. 

• is approved by the American Psychological Association (APA) to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. The 
Alabama Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation maintains responsibility for this program and its content.   

 
This program is offered for 5 contact hours (5 clock hours) (6 Nurses). 

*Unless otherwise noted, please try to arrive 30 minutes prior to the workshop's starting time. 

Eligible participants must be in attendance for the full program to receive credit for completing the course  

There is no cost for this event!There is no cost for this event!  

W orking with children and adolescents 
who are deaf can be daunting for clinicians.  
Between the communication barriers and 
world view differences, clinicians often feel 
overwhelmed by challenges.  This work-
shop is designed to help practitioners un-
derstand some of the psychosocial implica-
tions  of working with deaf children who 
have emotional and/or behavior disorders 
and to give them tools for working with 
deaf kids. 

Beginning with an overview of developmen-
tal issues deaf children face, the workshop 
will explore several facets of the communi-
cation challenge.  Promising treatment ap-
proaches will be presented and program 
modifications will be discussed.  Activities 
designed to increase knowledge and pro-
mote empathy will challenge the partici-
pants.  

This training is a collaborative effort between 
the Department of Mental Health Office of Deaf 
Services and the Office of Community Services, 
Children’s Program.  For more information 

email steve.hamerdinger@mh.alabama.gov or 
kim.hammack@mh.alabama.gov  

mailto:steve.hamerdinger@mh.alabama.gov�
mailto:steve.hamerdinger@mh.alabama.gov�
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